On behalf of the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA), I would like to congratulate Qatar Foundation on the inaugural issue of their new online journal, Perspectives in International Librarianship. The principle theme of the journal adds to the discourse on international librarianship highlighting the core principles of collaborative and cooperative practices at an international level. International librarianship has been, and continues to be, characterised by co-operation in respect of document supply, bibliographic standards, preservation and other technical areas. More recently, the issue of improving access to knowledge and information, given its ubiquitous nature, has strongly come to the fore. Libraries, in driving access to knowledge and innovation, are bringing the world together to enhance innovation, growth and development.
I must state that I am delighted and feel a great sense of honour in contributing to this inaugural issue. Given that this opportunity has been presented to me, I think it would be remiss of me not to share the vision and mission of IFLA as discourse of LIS issues, at an international level, contribute to shaping this dynamic organisation.
IFLA is the leading international body representing the interests of library and information services (LIS) and their users. It is the global voice of the library and information profession. Therefore, it is fitting that IFLA is associated with this international journal.
The new vision and mission statement firmly positions IFLA as the leading international member organisation within the knowledge society of today, strengthening not only the library and information field, but also focussing on society as a whole by driving equitable access to information and knowledge for all. The vision (IFLA, 2010) states that, IFLA is the trusted global voice of the library and information community, and drives equitable access to information and knowledge for all.
The mission of IFLA is to advance the interests of its members by: -furthering accessibility, protection, and preservation of documentary cultural heritage; -supporting a library and information profession which anticipates and responds to the needs of communities worldwide; -driving high standards in library and information services and professional practice; -encouraging widespread understanding of the value and importance of high quality library and information services in the public, private and voluntary sectors; -promoting libraries as vital institutions that enhance people's lives through equitable access to knowledge and information;
IFLA does this by creating strategic alliances; enhancing professional education; developing professional standards; disseminating best practices and advancing relevant scientific and professional knowledge. Therefore, to reiterate, it is fitting that IFLA is associated with Perspectives in International Librarianship as the aims and scope of this journal is in alignment with the vision and mission of IFLA. The aims and scope of the journal is to create an awareness of the world at large, beyond our daily boundaries which is essential for the successful integration of new, fresh perspectives on how best to serve library communities in the 21st century. Even more exciting is the fact that the journal will bring to the table new perspectives especially from those parts of the world which is not deemed mainstream---broadening the information world base.
As indicated, strategic alliances for the delivery of an efficient service to member organisations is imperative. However, those strategic alliances must delve into other forms of partnerships such as
